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North Carolina Rallroad,

The Board of Directors of the North
Oarolina Railroad have declared au annual
dividend of six per cent, three per cent
payable on first day of April 1870, and

three per cent payable ou first day of July]

1870.

Wilmington's Material Intercsts,

There are two matters of vital impor-
tance to the welfare of Wilmington to
whieh the Board of Aldormen are devoting
some attention, for which they deserve the
thanks of our people. And we believe we
see in the energy and practical manner
with which they are being pushed forward
the influcnce of the Mayor himself. We
refer to their aclion in regard to the im-
provement of our Bar and Harbor, and the
completion of the Wilmington, Charlotte
and Butherford Railroad.

We are not sufficiently acquainted with
the causes which have worked the injuries
to the channels at the mounth of the river
to be able to form an intelligent opinion
as to the eflicacy of the remedies which
acientific men propose to apply to them,
and which our Doard of Aldermen are now
attempting to put into practice through
the aid of Congress. We are doubtful of
the permanent value of any improvements
which do not look to the closing of New
Inlet, but we are glad to believe that ex-
periments are likely to be tried, founded
upon a theory which has the approval of
the officers who have lately examined our
bars, as well as the hearty cndorsement of
citizens of scientific accomplishments who
have much experience in such matters and
have given this subject some attention,
So long as our port is closed to vessels of
larger tonnage, Wilmington can only be a
point of reshipment for New York and
Baltimore, and her Railroads may reach
out Westward, even to the Valley of the
Mississippi, without bringing that pros-
perity and wealth which our poesition and
importance entitle us to. We are sure the
North Carolina delegation in Congress,
more especially our imediate Scnator
and Represeutative, will use every energy
to procurc the necessary approjpriation to
make the experiment iudieated by the

the causes of our present troubles and the
remedy therefor. Alfter the perusal of this
paper we cannot understand how any man
who loves his State better than bis party
and who is not leagued with plunderers
and thieves, who are robbing cur Treas—
ury, can refuse to vote against the men
and the party wko have saddled us with
these evils, or who can decline to permit
the people an opportunity as provided by
law, to uando the mischief fastened upon
them at a time when they had not the
will or the power to help themselves;

at a time when men dared not
think for themselves, trembling with
fear for their lives and property.—

What man in North Carolina who has
one spark of respect left for the State, of
whatever party or color, who would not
prefer to sce a return to old North Caro-
lina laws and cunstoms under which the
State had grown great and honored, modi-
fied by ench changes as the reeulis of the
war have made necessary, anl conforming
even to every law and behest of Copgress,
however harsh and illegal.

It is absolutely necessary for honest
men of some party to get possession of our
State government, and that fundamental
changes looking to the more cconomical
administration of affairs shall be made, or
our citizens, without regard to race or
party, will soon be involved in common
rain and disgrace. North Carolina’s
credit and honor cannot long survive the
continued ascendancy of the men who now
have both in charge. Not merely oar
welfare demands a change, but our safety
as a people requires it.

We ask again a careful reading of the
report aud its preservation as a matter of
reference for the fature.

North Carolina's Financial Conclition.

The financial aflairs of North Carolina
are rapidly approaching a crisis. Beyond
doubt the taxes of our people must be zery
largely increased over the last assessment
or the ordinary expenses of the State gov-
ernment cannot be provided for, much less
the interost on the public debt be paid.
It seems to us of minor importance what
legislation is taken upon the question by
the present General Assembly. Repealing
the acts of the previous session making
appropriations to certain railroads will do
[little good iu relieving the people. Legis-
iluliou cannot reeall the bonds which have

Engineers who have recently examined in- | been gambled away: which huave been

to the matier.
We have irequentily called attention to
the importauce of the completion of the
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We do not know how thi s Ivme woukd
work. The State, at lcast, not to
complain, or refuse to gran! such legisla-

tion, foril we have any objeetion
itis that it gives the State too mucl inter-
est for the ail rendered, that ex-
tent * waters ” the stock beyound the pos-
sibility of the stoekholders ever reslizing
upon their investment, bowever saccessfnl
may be the operations of the road,

The better plan would be for the State
to undo all legislation in regard to this
road, and either take stock to the amonnt
of money realized to the Company by the
sale of the one million of dollars of
special tax Lionds, or hold it as debt due
by the Company to the State, snd permit
the road to stand upou its owi cr;:dit,
We aro satified that the
fortheoming to finish it.

We are giad, however, to sco

aod to

IS \‘\'H{ll‘.l be

the inter-
est manifested in the sabject by our city
authorities, «nd we nrge nnon the mem-
bers of thao Legislat re the cerious econ-
sideration of the snljeet.
tion of this road is too vital to our welfure
not to call forth every effort upon our part
to urge it forward. Wae feel warranted in
believing, from the encrgy and good com-
mon sense wilu which Mayor ManrtiN has
inaugurated this movement. that he will
work faithfuily to the end. Wilmington’s
future is mors bonud up with the fate of
the Wilmington, Charlotte and Ruther-
ford Railroad than all bLer otlicr works of
internal improvement, Its vast importance
demands its early completion.

Ir we thonght all our snbseribers would
read the report of Sen:itors Rovurss and
MurPHY upon the Convention bill we
“irould not think it necessary to call atten-
tion to the startlivg array of facts angd
figures which it presents, much less apolo
gize for the space whick it occapies, an.d
to which we surrender several of oar
columns this morning. Ttshould bLe read
by every citizen of the Statc. Calm and
dispassionate in langus o, imple and ex-
plicit in ifs statoments, sceurate and forei-
blein its review of the =il unidir wiich
weo suffer, this report presents at one view

Lo urge |

The comple- |

until nincteen-twentieths of them are held
by those who arein a great degree respon-
sible for their cxistence.
aquire that the
lina shall be

Does justice re-
tax-paycrs of North Caro-
ruined to pay ioterest npon
| these bonds held by the gnilty confeder-
ates of Littleield & Co., who share ir the
proceeds of their eritmes or purchased them
at ten to twenty-tive cents on the dollar ?
| A few ol these bonds are held by inno

cent purchasers, bought at fair rates, and
| those, at least, sold on aceount of the Wil-
'miugtrm, Charlotte and Rutherford Rail-
road, honestly expended for the benefit of
|the Compauy. We conld not advoeate any
| measure breaking faith with these innocent
| holders. Bat is it tine that Mr. A. J.
| Jones gambled away bonds issued in aid
of the Fayetteville aud Western Railroad 2
aad if so, ought the people of North Car-
olina to be taxed to pay them ? Did Little-

" [ field usc North Carolina bonds or the pro-

ceeds of their salein his corrapt Florida
[tmusaclions, in his gifts to churches, in
establishing lines of steamships across the
Gulf of Mexico ? and if so, must our peo-
| ple foot the bill? Even if they were able,
neither justice nor good morals require it,

We will, we must, pay our just debts,
But our creditors must bear with ns. We
| are in no way responsible for our extrava-
[gm‘:xt' system of government, our corrupt
' oficials, Qur debt has increased beyond
our present ability to most, not by our
consent, but against our proiest, forced
upon us by legislation conceived in hatred
land corruption and rendered irresistible
by the military power of the General Gov-
ernment itself. If our people are now let
alone they will undo at the ballot box
many of the evils under which they sufler,
and will rid themselves of the thievish
crew which now mans the vessel and un-
der laws in harmony with their condition,
agd officers in sympatby with their wants,
will yet brivg the ship of State safely into
e n T aronritsy

o e Sperily.
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From the Raleigh Bentinel.
Report of Senators Robbins and Murphy
on the Conve JBiIL,
To the Senate of North ‘Carolina : y

The undersigned, membets of th. special
commiftee t0 whom wasréférred the Sen-
ate bill entitled **An Aet to provide for
calling a conventicn of the people of North
Carolina,” would respectfully recommend
a favorable consideration of eaid bill by
the General Assembly. A notice of some
of the reasons, therefore, will not be deem-

inappropriate.
edThcp‘::ir(I:)umstallces under whizh oar
present State Constitution was formed and
adopted were guch that rerious errors and
imperfections were almost unavoidable.
1t was in a time of chauge and revolation,
of social and political chaos, i conflicting
interests and opinions, and of general de-
pression and demoralization. Troublesome
questions respecting our I'ederal relations
and the rights of theraces—questions now
settled—then convalsed the public mind.
The situation was peculiarly unfavorable
to the exercise of that sober wisdom so
peedful in framing a permancot organic
law for a great State. o

Qur chapged social condition, as well as
the requirements of Congress, make it ob-
ligatory on us to alter and remodel sorie
of our old forms, admit new ideas, infose
a new spirit, aud romewhat modify our
ancient customs and usages. This fact we
all recognize; aud all woald bave been sat-
isfactory if the framers of our new sys-
tem had simply made such changes in our
old polity as were necessitated by our so
cial revolution and by the enactments of
Congress. Then the sturdy old North
Carolina character and individaality would
have been preserved, and being reinvigor-
ated, refreshed and made aiive, would
have begnn & noble development under
new auspices. .

Bat the spirit of innovation carried our
Constituation makers far beyond thegneces-
sities of the time and the wishes and re-
quirements of the Federal authorities.—
1nstead of pruning off dead branches and
grafting fresh ecions on, they uprooted the
tree and planted another in its place. In-
stead of modifying our system they de-
stroyed it, and imported a wholly novel
one. Our present system is not native and
indigenoue; it is exotie. It is not the pro-
duct of the staid, sober, sterling North
Carolina mind; itis the invention of ex-
perimenters not well acquainted with the
genius of our people. Under it we shall
never develop, us we ought to do, info a
grand, vigorous, new North Carolins, but
into an awkward caricature and feeble
imitation ¢f other State models. Our
growth, like that of & transplanted tree,
will be unhealthy, ungracefal and anfruit-
ful.

A very large portion of our citizens who
voted to ratify our present Constitution,
did not avnprove many of ils prominent
features. Dnt we were in o disagreeable
acd anomalous positior. A restoration of
the Stuie to thie Union, and relief from the
yoke of military government were ar-
dently longed for. These happy results
were cxpected to follcw a ratification of
the Constitution ; co, shutting their eyes
to its faults, stopping their ears to objec-
tions, and preferring any form of ecivil
government to military, the majority voted
to ratify it, with the general expectation
and intention of having it amended soon.
The neeessity of its amendment is now ap-
parent to a very great majority cf the
people without respect to party or race.—
They desire a Constitution more ia con-
formity with their circumstances and their
true spirit and character. The people of
North Carolina bhave always been distin-
guished for the simplicity of their tastes,
their frugality and economy, their honesty
and integrity, their scorn of empty pre-
tention, and their sturdy independence.—
They ought to have a system of internal
government in accord with these charac-
teristies ; and this they will have, if they
are permitted to come together and make
a government for themselves, the true
type and embodiment of their own genias,
instead of having a government made for
them.

It is dne our people to declare, azd im-
portant for our fellow-citizens of tl:e whole
Union to understand, that the desire to
amend onr Constitution proceeds from no
purposs or design to annul or abolish those
of its feaiures which gnarantee the invio-
lability of the Union, the equal rights of
the races, or any of the other legitimate
results of the recent war, as embcdied in
the Congressional plan of reconstruetion.
All these are regarded here as settled
questions. The purpose is only to wmake
such smendments as wili secure to the
State a system of intcrpal administration
that will be simpler, cheaper, more suit-
able to our sitnation, and more eflicient
in promoting the putlic peace, dispensing
public justice, and advaucing the material
interests of the State.

The grandest mistake in our existing
Counstitution, and that which, of itssif,
would warrant the call of a Convention to
remedy it, is the change it has made in our
Judicial system. An eflicient method for
dealing out chesp and impartial jostice is
the very soul of u government.
once had in Northh Carolina. Dut that
splendidl temple in which such men as
Gaston - and Raffin ministercd as high
priests, is in rains, The people remember
and long for it again, like the captive Jews
longed for their ruined sanctaary., Shall
it not be rebailt ? From all the land comes
ip the response, it shall !

Our present Judicial system is a servile
copy of that of New York, a State less like
ours than almost any other in the Union.
New York is densely populated, North
Carolina sparsely. New York is fall of
large towns and eities, aud her people are
extensively engaged in commereial and
maritime pursuits, North Carolina is an
agricultural State, with a rural people.—
The New York system was devised upon a
model deemed suitable to a dense, commer-
cial community; and yet it is well known
that it was adopted there through an inno-
vating freak of the Legislature of 1848,
without consnlting the people, who, if they
had understood its true character before
it was fixed upon them, would probably
have frowned upon it. DMany alterations
have been found needful in it there; still
there is great dissatisfaction with it, and
the desire for its total abolishment and a
return to the old ways, is becoming very
general. This costly, cumbersome, im-
practicable system, which New York is
seeking to cast off, has been imported in-
to North Carolina, where it 1is ten fold
more ipsuitable, and where it is already
regarded, by nearly everybody, as little
snort of a pablic nuisance.

The **Code of Civil Proeedure” and
kindred inveations, which we bhave bor-
rowed from New York, inaugnurate a com-
plete revolution in the system of practice
and proceeding in Courts, superseding the
old common law methods. Instead of im-
proving the old system, as has been so suc-
cessfully done in England since 1834, the
New York innovators in 1848 destroyed it
entirely and introduced this novelty. Some
other States, and finally North Carolina,
followed the rash example. Upon the
workings of this “'Code™ in New York, an
able treatise was published two years ago,
by W. H. Greene, of Buffalo, to which in-

of the enormouns confusion which has re-
sulted from it.- It would have been abol-
ished there long since but for the fact
that the great increase of fees and charges
noder it has interested so many officials in
its perpetuation. This is a strong reason
why we should abolish it at onoce, before it

and meﬁono
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quirers are referrcd for a fall description ‘
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{ extended to over twenty pages,

1;s:pi,c:n.eit’u.v,g aside the common Jlaw forms

and substitnting novel ‘*‘Codes” like this,
the Saprem - Court of the United States
has often spoken in strong ftérms. It is
inconvenieut to make extensive quotations
from itsreports; bat the Sepate will par-
don an extract from the opivion of that
Court in the case of McFaul vs. Ramsey
(20 Howard, 523,) a case coming up from
[owa, & State which has a “‘Code’” very
much like our new ope. The Bupreme
Court says:

““I'he Common law which wisely com-
mits the deeisicn of questions of law to a
Court supposed to be learned in law, and
the decssion of questions of faet to a jury,
necessarily requires that the controversy,
before being submitted to the tribunal
having jurisdiction of it eshould be reduced
to one or more integral propositions of
law or fact; hence it is necessary that the
parties shonld frame their allegations to
support respectively the demand or the
defence, into certain writings called
pleadings. * i *  The end pro-
posed is to bring the matter of litigation
to one or more points, simple and unam-
biguous. At one time the excessive accu-
racy required the subtlety of distinctions,

* * # and the introdation of
cambrousforms, *¥ ¥ * had brought
the system of special pleadings into dis-
repute. ¥ = * But in modern
times it has been trimmed of its excres-
cences, and the pleadings in every;:form of
common law action have been reduced to
simple, clear, unambiguous forms. * .
. * This system, matared by the wis-
dom of ages, tounded on principles of
troth and sound reason, has been ruth-
lessly abolished in many of our States,
who have rashly substituted in its place
the suggestions of sciolists, who invent Codes
and systems of pleadings to order. Bnt
this attempt to abolish all species, and
establish a single genus, is found to be
beyond the power of legislative omnipo-
tence. They cannot compel the mind
not to distinguish between things that dit-
fer. The distinction between two forms
of action for two different wrongs, requir-
ing different remedies, lies in the na-
ture of things; it is absolutely inseparable
from the correct administration of justice
in common law Courts.

““The result of these experuments * =
' * has been to destrey the certainty
and simplicity of all pleadings, and intro-
dace on record an endless wrangle in
writing, perplexing to the Court, delay-
ing and impeding the administration of
justice. In the case of llandon vs. Toby,
(11 Howard, 517), * * * a simple
action o a promissory note, the pleadings
of which, according to common law forms,
would not have occuapied a page, they were
requiring
* beforo

a two years' wrangle *
an issue could be formed. . . %
In the casc of Bennett vs. tu'terworth, (11
Howard, 667), ~ * the Conrt
was nnable to discover from the pleadings
the nature of the action or of the reme-
dy soaght. It might, with equal proba-
bility be called an action of debt, or det-
inue, or replevin, or trover, or trespass, or
a bill in chavncery. The jury acd the
Conrt below seomed to have labored aader
the samo perplexity, as the verdict was for
$1,200, and the judgment was for four
negroes. : * Tunis Court has
endeavorod to impress the minds of the
Judges of the District aud Cirenit Courts
of the United States, with the impropricty
of pemitiing these ecperimental **Codes™ of
pleading and praectice to be inflicted
upon them. lu the last mentioned case the
Chief Justice 1n delivering the opinion of
this Court, says: The Constitution of the
United States has recogrized the distine-
tion between law and equity,and it must ba
observed in the Federal Couts,

“In the States where the Courts of the
United States administer the common
law, they cannot adopt taese wovel inven-
tions, * e “ We have made these
remarks, in order that the Bar und Court
of the United States may make their
records conform to these views, and not

call upon us to coustrue new Codes and
hear special demurrers aud pleadings,

which are not required to conform to any
system founded on reason and cxperi-
ence.’*

These weighty words from the Supreme
Judiciary of the Union are commended to
those who reverence profound wisdom and
experience. speaking in harmony with the
sanctions of the Federal Constitution it-
self. Shall we in North Carolina listen to
these words and root out this ** Code ;" or
shall we still be led by the nose by one or
two freshly imported innovators far wore
remarkable for pertinacity and self assertion
than for sound sense or legal learning ?

The cost of litigation under this “Code”
is hugely increased. Formerly a case in a
Justice’s jurisdiction cost forty cents ; now
two to five dollars, or more. lu the Sape-
rior Coarts it is increased in like manner.
Fees are donbled and qoadrupled in all di
rections. It is irupossmible to give details.
They rre fonnd on nearly every page of
the ¢ Code.” Some ado has been made
about the abolishment of the little old four
dollar fee of attoraoys ; aud behold a 77
te¢n dollar fee ior attorneys is snugly insert-
ed, under auvther name !| Thoe people are
entitled to know sach thiogs, and they
must. The purpose, itis argued, of the
great admitted increase in costs is to keep
down litigation. ‘This really means that
instead of grauting the people cheap jus-
tics, we must fnghten them away from the
Courts by the fear of rain through costs
and echarges wantonly imposed. Noble
idea ! worthy of ‘¢ the scioliste who invent
codes to order ! Dat all experience shows
that litigation is greatly multiplied by such
“*Codes.” A distinguaished lawyer, once
on onr Sapreme beneh, points to the tell-
ing fact that all the decisions upon teckni-
calities strictly, rendered by the Supreme
Coart of North Carolina in the past seven-
ty-five years, would not fill two volumes ;
while the same class of decisions in New
York in the last twenty years, would fill
fifty volumes. That needs no comment.

Another great error in our Jadicial sye-
tem, not yet fully realizedd here, but pro-
foundly felt in New York aud recently
changed there, is the shortness of the offi-
cial terms of the Judges and no prohibi-
tion against their being reelected. A Judge
for life, or a very long term, is inspired by
the dignity of his vocation, the glory of
the ermine, and the ambition to leave af-
ter him an honorabls fame as a pure, able
and learned Jurist. These are noble mo-
tives and influences, and they bave made
our Judiciary resplendent in the past. Bat
elect your judges for short terms, make
them the play things of the popular breath,
and you drag them down from the pinna-
cle where Justice sits robed in eternal sun-
shine, into the fog of paszion and prejo-
dice, if not of corruption. You, in a man-
ner, compel them to be politicisns and
tberefore partisans, and expose them to
evil inflnences without number. Some
will stand firm and be pure; some will be-
come corrupt ; but all will be suspected.—
Those who deserze public confidence, will
often fail to eommand it; for mnaltitndes
will suspect others of yielding to tempta-
tions which themselves would not resist.
And popular distrust of the Juadiciary is
an evil only less thar a corrupt Judiciary
itself. Instances are not wanting in North
Carolina at this mowment to prove this
troth. Men forsaking the Courts and ta-
king the law into their own hands; pri-

and neighborhood feuds, outrages.

d violence, agitating this Assembly and

bing the peace of the Btate ; all pro-

ceeding from a want of sonfidence ip some

becomes a fixture here through its very ] of omr Judicisl officers, and this perbaps
evils in opening up syvennes to peculation Jundeserved.

Phe faunlt is not so much in

the officers ; it is in » and the

e o
. Upon this imporiant subjoct of the folly ~ ¢vil can only be eradi by amendipg

trinkets are tumbled pell-metl,

| charges is also immense,

| said Clerk

our Constilution and returning to our old‘
plan of appointing Judges for life. Per-
haps very long terms might do, with ineli-
gibility afterwards. ,

The expense of the present jadicial syh’
tem is much greater than that' cf thé old
one. Then we had eight Suoperior and
three Sopreme Juodges, and their salaries
amounted to 523,100. The whole Depart-
ment of the Judiciary cost less than S30,-
000 a year. Now we have twelve Superior
and five Supreme Judges, whose salaries
amount to $42,500, although the individn-
al salaries of the Supreme Judges stand at
the old figure, and are relatively smaller
than those of any other officers. The Pub-
lic Treasurer (see repert of Feb. 8, 1870)
estimates the whole cost of this Depart-
ment for the carrent iiseal year at 354,000,
Here then, in this Department, is an in-
crease of $24,000 or more over the former
expenee. How many children would this
educate who will die in ignorance for the
want of it ?

But it is said the additional Judges are
needed because the County Courts are no
more. Batthe County Conris cost little
for salaries or fees of officers. They dealt

ple way.
the most common and practical parts of
the administration of the law, and gave
even illiterate men much useinl knowledge
of legal forms and proceedinge. They
were emphatically the people’s courts, and
the people want them back agein. With
some shglt imaprovements no more nseful
tribunals e¢ver existed in any country.
Among other excellences they constituted
the cheapest aud most honest system of
county government ever dovised. More-
over, the great mass of business pertaining
to the administration and settlement of es-
tates, to guardianships, to the probate of
wills and the many kindred sabjects, was
done by these Courts in the easiest and

out substantial justice in a plain and sim- |
They educated the pecople in|

increase in-eest of State government un-
der the present system at $300,000 a year,
i The Treasarer tells us the defieit will

{ amount to $300:000 by the first of April.—

He kpows not how to faise funds to moct
it. Nobody wiltloan bim arvything, He
therefore asks ns to'levy an early erop of
spring taxes, 20 cents on the £100, to'be
collected by April 15th, 1870. He also pro-

and fwo per cent. o month
afterwards, on his tax, while it remains
unpaid, after July 15th. He aleo asks us
to instroct the Board of Education to loan
its moneys to the State; and recommends
that the opening of the Publiec Schools be
postponed. (See his report, Feb. Sth,
1870.) These extraordinary propositions
show the desperate straits we are in. They
truly indiecate panic and despair. We
thought taxes, and heavy ones, once a year
were bad emough. DBut bere is a spring
tax, and a summer tax, besides the regular
fall tax.

We need a Convention to stop this wild
career towards beggary and ntter ruin.—
The way to do it 1s to amend the Consti-
tution so as to limit salaries and expenses
to a [ow figure; limit also per diem of the
Assembly to three or four dollars; mileage
to five or ten cents; limit the duration of
Legislative sessions, and have fewer of
them. Asitis, the laws are changed so
often the people are kept in utter uuncer-
tainty and confasion on the sabjeet. It
is sometimes objected that a Convention
will cost a great deal. Dut Senators ean
easily see, from the above figures, that a
Convention, by altering our systeni so as
to vreduce salaries and expenditares, would
in one year save to the State enongh to
pay for its own cost three times over.

Liet us glance briefly at connty and town-

first month,

simplest manner and at a very small cost.

Under the present system exccedingly
cumbrous proceedings and forms are re-
quired in this latter clars of business, =o
that taking out letters of administration is
as troublesome as a superanuated suit in
Equity; and the whole matter of estates,
wiils, deeds, guardianships, partition, dow-
er, and numberless other things are thrown
on the hands of the Saperior Court Clerk;
and if the innovators could have full sway,
be would also decide mo+t of the easesin
the Superior Conrt itse.f. DBut this iast
idea is temporarily checked. Neverthe-
less, as it is, this Cierk’s office is the grand
receptacle of miscellanies—a curiosiis
shop—a farmer's old barrel into which all
kinds of plaptation tools and old irons aud
No one
man can properly discharge such s variety
of duties in addition to his appropriate
duty as Clerk of the Court, and endless
confusion will soon show itself in this
quarter,

The cost here way of fees and
Tlis Assembly
has just passed an Act making the Saper:
or Court Clerk of ocne county a sularied
officer with a salary of S5,000; for
son, as was stated on this floor, that the
was receiving 'n  fees an un-
kaown number of thousnnds, perhaps twen- |
ty thousand dollars a year. Are the peo- |
ple to endure a system by which ten, fil-
teen, or twemty thonsand dollars of fees|
are annuzlly paid to s single county ofli-
cer? You give n Clerk a salury ot 55,000,
cqnal to that of the Governor; but you do
not thereby stop the extra amount of
from coming iuto his oflice cut of the peo-
ple’s pockets.

I'rom the statements muade herc swhile
that bill was under (ebate, it 15 certain
that the eighty-nine « ierks of the Saperior
Courts receive, on an average, 4,000 a
year each ; making, for the whole State, |
the vast sum of $356,000 annually, for this |
one class of officers. In old times it was '
scarcely one-thind us mnch ; and, aiter
daly allowing for the former expense of!
trapsacting the erlru work now thrown on
these Clerks, which used to be done very
cheaply by the County Courts and other-
wise, it is safe to say that the business now

ransacted in the oilices of tho Snperior
Court Clerks cost the people at Ieusi 5150,- !

1o the

000 & year more thau the very sitme mat

ters cost under the old s,s'em. True,
this is not paid as taxcs; bnt if i< paild as
fees nnd charges ; and where is the differ- |
ence ? It comes out cf the people, and

forms a part of their burdens, .

If we look into the Llxocutive Depart- |
ment we find severa! new oflices and a
great inerense of salaries ; so that the (:oati
of this Department for salaries of officers |
and clerks is nearly three times o8 great |
as formerly. The estimates for this De-
partment during the carrent fiscal year are |
placed at $15,000 by tbe Pablie Treasurer,
(Sec his Report of Feb. Sth, 1570.) This |
is an inecrease of $235,000, or more, over the'
former expense. And then, besides this,
therc is the swarm of suberdinates abouat
the offices and the Capitol grounds, duing |
pothing or worse than nothing, but cost-
ing an immense amount of money ; who
can tell how much ?

How is 1t in the Legislative Doepart
ment ? Tho General .\:i::tmbl}' meets Lwice |
as often es formerly ; its wileace and per
diem aro twice as large ; apd it sits twice
as long. The old General Assembly used
to eost about $60,000 biennially, or 530,000
a year. The present Ascembly bas now
sat altogether nearly nine continnous
months., According to the aforesaid Ile-
port of Treasurer Jenkins, this Assembly
has cost the State, sinee October 1st, 1508,
the startling sum of $288,590 72 ; and be- |
sides thir, the State now owes us for last
month, ‘1his doesnot include the expense
of our first, cr summer session of 1808, —
The Treasurer (see his Ileport) estimates
the expeuse of the Legisiative Depart-
ment, for this carrent fiscal year alone, at
$173,000, This is an increase in the an-
nual expense of this Department, over
that of old times, of $143,000, or more. 3

Besides all this, there 1s the experse of |

| which threatens to grow
AMany persons are holding 2 Federal oflice '

the rea-

foes !

ship matters. Aunthentic information from
| one connty, abont an average one, shows
that it Bourd of Commissiouers, and other
oflicers cost $3,000 @ year; in the same
| ounty, the old County Courts, doing more
work and doivg 1t better, used to cost

\ $1,500; a difference of $2 000 aguinst the

| new system. Leaving out all other items
|ia the coanty governments, the above
ratio gives an increase of 178,000 annual
expense 1n the eigthy.-nine eounties. As
for the fowwnskips, there are over scven
bundred of them in the State, aud the ex-
| pense of gorerning each may be safely esti-

mated at not less than $200 o vear. Pat
down the aggregate at $140,00; and this

is an entirely new expeuse,

We need o Couvention to ituke proper
steps in regard to the State debt. 'The
| hopeless tangle we are in on
needs no comment.

We need & Couvention to awmend the
Constitution so as to pronibit one person
| from holding two or more offices at onee—
| a thing ouly partially prohibited now, and
into a great evil.

and a State oflice also,
\\ need more siringent guarantecs
against improvident appropriations of the

public mouey and pledging of the State's |1

credit.

We need elearer and stroneer restrictions
ana Hmitations nipon t oo rato of taxation,
and an uprooting of the present system of
county tuxes, by which

special Stte and

| devies all barriers are  overlzaped and the

[Pt_'n;\l«‘. tased el Hbitum.

We need o deerease in the number of
offices. The great variety and multiplici-
ty oi there not only costs insufferably, but

| begets o fondness for oflice-holding, which

is growiug into o speeies of insanity all
over the country,

lat it is impossible
vbvicusly useful and important amend-
monts needed in our present system. We
think this report points out a number
which are essential; such are the reform of
the present judicial system, and the abol-
ishment of its pendant—the “‘Code;” the
simplifying of the duties of Superior Court
Clerks; the remodeling of the county gov-
ernments; the restoration of the county
Courts, aud other matters suggested above,
A general reform is needed 1n all depart-
ments, with a view to greater cconoiny; 8O
thet we may perfeet our School system
and eonvert the hundreds of thousands of
dollars, now wasted on useless oflicials, in-
to a fund for the advancement of the sa-
cred cause of edueation,

The estimates and figures embodied in
this report—which by no means embrace
all the items of expenditure, and which we
have tried to sot forth without exaggera-
tion, when brounght together, show the fol-
lowing 7xwrease of annual expenses, costs,
fees and taxes for merely carrying on the
State and conuty governments, on the
present plan ; to wit :

to mention al/l the

Btate goveramont — increascd cost. . ... ., 5300,000

Borsiness done in Superior Jourt Clerk’s
cifica— increcsed cos!..oo.vivviieane., 130,000
County Commissioners, &e,—esiira cost. . 178,000
Townsbip governmonts—nere erpenss, ... 140,000
GOl TRCYPUSEI S sichal s wareiia stidiarsis o' #768,L00

Total (e
Suel is the vast amonaot uselessly spent
in varions ways and therefore wasted an-
pually under the present system of inter-
nal government in North Caroliova, Do we
not need a change ?

No wonder the State is bankropt. No
wonder the Ureasary is empty, though a
heavy tax has just come in. No wonder
the npmates of our Asylums are in danger
of aclual want, ‘Tue people groan under
their burdens, Lhe Assembly imposes
taxes for the Staie; the County Boards
levy taxes; the Township Doards lev
taxes, Everybody and everything is taxed,
and money pours into the pablic coflers ;
but it will searcely lodge there over night.
Seven hundred aud eigity-eight thousand

| dollars needless inercase of annual pay to

oflicials ; while the enildren of both races
are growing up igonorant, untntored ; thou-
sands of precious intellectnal diamonds
destined never to be polished ; and the
State government only giving them the

the Asylum, the elections, of ‘‘contingen-
cies,” &e¢., &e., most of these costing 1m-
mensely over former figures. A reference
to the aforesaid report of the Ireasurer
will show that the annuval cost of the State
government proper, without paying any
interest on our Gebt, is at ieast $300,000
roore now than under the old system. Liook
ot the following overwhe!lming figures
showing the money used by the present
State government since it began in July,
1865:
Burplus in the Treasury July 1, 18G5. . 42,161 31
Ordinary State tax for 1868 (sce
Treasurer’s Books)........ e
Proceeds of dividend on North Curo-
Jina Railroad (gee Treasorer's
T o s
General Fond Tax for 1852, (gec
Treasurer'aBooks).... .. .... <
Deficit now, abwuat. . ..................

. 250,726 19

. 117,600 00

155,000 00
260.0C0 00

Total general fand receipt. .. ....... $1,155,490 30
duct amount paid as interest on

our old debt, Oct. 1, 1865,...... 111,153 00

Balapee........ 1,044,857 50

The above figures are taken from the
reports of the Lreausry itself, and are in-
disputably correet. And the aforesaid
balance of one million forty-fear thousand
three hundred and thirty-reven dollars and
fifty cents shows the sum which Las been
expended and incurred merely in carrying
on the machinery of the State government
proper since July 1, 1865 —less than twenty
months, or one year and two-thirds of nn-‘
other. This is equal to $626,600 per year.
In 1859 the State Government cost %212,
385 78. (See report of D. W. Courts,
Treasurer.) In 1860 it cost considerably
less, as the Assembly did not meet duoring
that fiscal year. (See report of C, H.
Brogden, Comptroller.) After making all
possible allowances, it is certain that we

do not ¢xaggerate when we set down the

pocr pittance of fifty cents apiece annually
to get an education with, and the school-
bouses to build too !

The people demand a change, Withont
regard to party or race they demand it,—
We onght to hear and lieed their voice.—
We cannot, if we world, quench the
mighty spirit which is awaking like a
ground swell in the hearts of the masses,
We might as well try to imprison a vol-
cano under a half bushel, or guiet an earth-
quake with a cradle-song. I.et us then
grant the people LtLe most effectual remedy
for the evils they complein of by calling
& Convention to change the present sys-
tem and remodel it upon sound prioeiples,

The undersigned would not close this
Report without earnestly calling upon all
sober, thoughtful and moderate men, in
this Assembly and outside of it, to unite
together. The people are weary of ex-
tremes. The time¢ lhas come, and the
bour bhas struck, when men who love
North Carolina more than thev love any
party, must strike haods in token f con-
cord, and stand shoulder to shoulder.—
This is undoubtedly the spirit of the

people. Let us respond to it, and show
ourselves statesmen, and not mere
partisan bigots and ianstics. Let us

search and see if we cannpot find some solid
ground on which all true North Carolinians
can rally to redeem the State, and start
ber out on a new career of prosperity and

glory transcending all the past, We have
been chastened by misfortune. We are in

profonnd difficulties now. Let nus learn
wisdom from theso lessons and begin s
new era. And as the first step in this path,
let us allow the people of the State to as-
semble together in Couavention to frame
for themselves a true North Carolina gov-
| ernment,

In conclasion,

it is proper to add that

poses an extroax tobuild the Penitentiary, |
and suapport the Asylume, to be payabls
Jaly 15th, 1870, and the tax-pay¢r to be !
charged interest of one per cent. for the |

thut sabject |

tthough —plainness and candor have been
‘ns-ed in this report, nothiog has been said
with any' parpose to waund the pride or
prejudices of'any tru¢ North Carclinian
efther mative of' adopted. Bepoiny that
any seeming warmth mdy bo st down to
the acconnt of honest zen!l nnt sircers con-
vietion, this Ropotrt is mont respectfally
' submitted, :
: War: M. Roppivs, Chaifrmaan
Q. T. Mvarnvy, ;

Iemoval of Politicml l}l.;-u_..bnl'un..
The following Dbill, o5 wmended by the
Committee on Reconstruction, was report-
ed by Mr. L. F. Batler in the House of
Representatives on Wednesday:

A BILL
| REMOVAL OF DISABDILITINS OF LOY Aj
| CIEIZENS,
| e it enacted by the Senate and House
of Repres:ntatives of the United States of
America in Congress Assembled, That the
political disabilities incurred because of
acts committed during the laté rebellion.
acerning under the third scetion of i
Fourteenth Amendment (o the Constit.
tion of the United States, be and are here
by removed from, and all rights of eitizesn-
iship are restored to, thoss citizens of tiu
| United States who shall eomply with (4
conditionsand do the acts horeipaiter sot
forth, upon reeeiving the cerifieate ier
| inafter provided.

Sec. 2. And be it furthier enascted, Tl
every citizen of the United States who Lias
given aid, comfort or assistance to, or helid
any oflice or place of trust or profit, eithe
civil or military, government
within the United BStates, cither State or
Coufederate, opposed and Lostile thereto,
| who desires to have Liis political disabili
ties beecausc of such uets, or eithier of them.
removed, and to be restored to his rights
as a citizen, except persous who bave helil
commissions in the urmy and pavy of the
United States, or have been mewmbers oi
Congress, may apply by petition to a conr!
of the United States in the State or Terrsi-
tory in which be bad Lis home during the
| war of the rebellion, setting forth what o1-
\fice or place of trust he had ever held un-
der the United States prior to the {ifteenth
day of April, 1861, which by luw required
any oalh to be taken to support the Coun-
stitution of thae United States, and ulso i
what manner he Lad given aid, comfort cr
assistanece to itho rebellion, or whether be
had held any cffice or place ol trust or profi:
under a State Government or Confed-
erate Government, or either of them, hos-
|tile to the United Stales duriug sny par
of the time of the war of the rebellion.
giving a parlicular deseript.on of the e
dope and offices or places Lcld by him, i
that belialf; und that be therein and there-
by renounces all allegianco or feally to any
{supposed governmeut, State or Confeder
(ate, heretofore set up against the Unitod
| States within the sawae, end that be trals
intends herealter to uet and conduet hins
Im}l as w trune and loyal eitizen of the Un
(ted States ; and that Le will bear true faitl:
|aud allegiance to the United States nud
IH:;.}I)L b tho Coustitution theroof; and that

FOR THE

mwdAar Aanw
niac: anuy

10 hns not since the first day of Jun
sizly dive, dowe an)y

United Stlates, ¢
l.r.-,r'..-'-f..-lq:m:u agralns!

| eighteen hundred aud
act of hostility to t]
committed any erime

{ the lnws thereof | or the liws of any Bial
| thereof ; and that e hos nol endeavored,
by forece or by fraud, since that timy,

|interfere with the civil rights of any cit:
| zen of the United Btates, or v prevent th:
freedom of cleetion or of specel ; and tha!
from said day to tho present timme Lo 1y
| behaved himself s a wan of good mora
character, attached to tho Constitutio:
of the TUnited Siates, and
disposed towurd good order and happi-
ness of all the citizens thorcofl; whoretor
the petitioner prays to be restored to
vights in all that he has lost by bis wroag
ful acts therein sct forth, which pelition
being sworn to in open , the same
shall be filed and 2 notice published by
Clerk of the Court, thirce weeks sucoessive!:
|in some newspaper 1w the county whereiu
|the petitioner resided as aforesaid, or if
no newspaper bo published there, then ic
a newspaper published at Capital ol
said Stato or Territory, tho name
of the petitioncr, the place of Lis residenc
«nd that he Las petitioned to Lo restored
to his rights as o citizen of ithe United
States according to the laws in soeh cas
made and provided, end that u hearip:
will be had thereon before sald eourt on i
day uamed, not less than thirty days after
the first publication of the netico,at whict:
time and pl:ce any person masy
why such petition should not be granted.
If on the day pamed in suclhh notice no
person shall appear and object in court to
the granting of the prayer of the
petitioner, and il the court shall Le
satisfied that tho statcements sel forth in
such petition are true, the court shull
issue a certifieate, nunder the seul thiercof,
signed by the judge, wlich shall
forth thatall the acts Licrein
be done have been done and pericrmed in
his behalf, and thut the judge bLelieves all
the statements in said petition to be trae,
wherenpon all political disabilitics of the
petitioner are removed and heis restored
to all his rights of citizenslip by virtue i
this act. Dut if upon the return day ol
sald notice any citizen of fthe Uwnited
States shall appear to object that anythinvg
set forth in said petition 13 not tracin faer,
thereupon au issue shall bo {ramed by th:
court, to be tried before the court, upon
which both parties my be fully heard bLy
themselves or by their conusel, and pro-
duce such witnesses, whercol the petition
er may be oue, or testimony as imay be
relevant and competent; and the ecertifi-
cate above provided shall not issue uanless
said court shall adjudge and determino
that all the facts set forth iu said petition
are true beyond reasonable doubt; acd il
such certificate is refased, the petitisner
shall be thereupoa forever barred from the
relief of his political disabilities save by
special act of Congress. Dat if said court
shall determine said facts set forth in said
petition are trne, then the said certificate
shall issue in the samc 1manner and with
the same effect as if no objection Lad
been made: Provided, always, ThLat any
false swearing iu  any  of the
proceedings herein provided shall be
perjury, and may, on coaviction be-
fore said court be punished in
the manner provided by law: And pro-
vided, further, 'That the judge of eaid
court shall have power (o determine the
fees of the clerk for filing said petition and
the cost of advertising the same, the
making up the record and issuing the cer-
tificate, which shall be similar to the cosé
of like [certificates| proceedings in civil
eases, which shall pe paid by the appel-
lant : Provided, however, That whoever
makes objection as provided in scetiou
two , which causes an issue of fact, the
costs of trial of such issue slall be paid by
the objector if the issue 1s found aggius:
him aud judgment may be rendered there-
for,
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And be 1t further enacted, That
pothing in this act contzincd shall haye
apy effect to restore or give back any
property or rights of property Lerctofore
lost or forfeited by auy citizen because ol
any acts or omissions during the rebellion,
or to raise or set up any claim o . the
United States, or any HState, 1or any
property or rights of property of any
citizen of the United Siaves lost, captured
or destroyed by the armics of the United
States, or any portiou thoreof, duriog the
late rebellion,

Supposé two medical men hiad s quarrel,
what should they do ? Ereak' a lance with
each other, of coursc, :

Phe best throw at dica ia
“'“yl

totlhowthem

I

|
|
|
|
|




